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abstract 

The need for outdoor education for city children and 
the availability of facilities for it in the Hew York metropolitan 
area are explored in this feasibility study. The most significant 
finding is the existence of vast outdoor education resources waiting 
for school administrators to tap thea. The information is presented 
in two parts — (1) examination of the curriculum, the values, the 
expenses, and the possibilities of outdoor education for Hew York 
City, and (21 the implications for facilities as identified by the 
educational program. (TC) 
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“As for the cabins I think that that was just gorgeus. The large pane windows 
and the door that leads into the cabin I think was very nice because it had a 
window in the middle of the door to look out of to see the beautiful things.” 

Deidha Batey, Class SG 



Letter of Transmittal 



June 30, 1969 
Dr • Seelig Lester 

Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
New York City Board of Education 
110 Livingston Street 
Brooklyn , New York 

Dear Dr. Lester: 

I am happy to submit the report of my recently completed 
foftsibility study for outdoor education for the public schools 
of New York City. The report deals with the availability of 
facilities and other considerations for initiating a program 
of outdoor education for the schools of the city. In addition, 
it details the specifics of a pilot project in outdoor educa- 
tion involving two classes of children from District #7 in the 
South Bronx. 

You will note that the report concludes that not only is outdoor 
education feasible for New York City, but that it is highly 
desirable . 

It is my hope that this report will contribute in some way to 
the introduction of a massive program for New York City, so that 
hundreds of thousands of children will have the opportunity to 
be exposed to the values of education in the outdoors. 

I extend my thanks to you for your interest and cooperation in 
this study. 

Yours truly. 




Eugene M. Ezersky, Ed.D 



cc: Dr. Bernard Donovan 

Dr. Harold Gores 
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Preface 

This feasibility study was established to ex- 
plore the needs and the availability of facilities 
for outdoor education in the New York metro- 
politan area. In outdoor education, more than in 
other forms of education, the program and the 
facilities are inextricably intertwined. Conse- 
quently, facility considerations could not be ex- 
amined without first studying the varied curricu- 
lum opportunities for education in the outdoors. 

The rationale and objectives for outdoor edu- 
cation needed to be clearly examined. The 
curriculum needs could then be related to specific 
facility requirements and opportunities for out- 
door education for New York City children. 

The most significant finding in this report is 
the existence in the New York area of vast out- 
door education resources waiting only for the 
ambitious and venturesome school administr. 'ors 
to tap them. 

The uniqueness of the outdoor education set- 
ting, with no stereotype of classroom or class- 
room behavior, is the basic curriculum of outdoor 
education. Surprise and delight replace predicta- 
bility and cliche. Every outdoor site is different. 
Mountains and lakes and forests are vastly dif- 
ferent in their apparent sameness. 

Educators have a common frame of reference 
in speaking of an auditorium or a thirty-seat class- 
room or a school science laboratory, whether in 
Watts or in Scarsdale. They are not able, how- 
ever, to assume the same framework for the out- 
door learning site. In truth, outdoor education is 
all facility oriented; that is why we move out 
from the schoolhouse. 

Consequently, readers who are exclusively in- 
terested in facilities for outdoor education are 
asked to be indulgent of the early chapters of 
this report, which examine the curriculum, the 
values, the expenses and the possibilities for out- 
door education for New York City. Chapter 
VII deals more specifically with the facilities im- 
plications of the programs set forth earlier. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

The Case for 
Outdoor Education for 

The tremendous interest and increase in pro- 
grams of outdoor education is testimony to the 
desirability of such a program for the public 
schools of New York City. 

The social and educational crises which are 
besetting * the urban centers of the country have 
forced educators to look away from the tradi- 
tional concepts and facilities of education to those 
somewhat more innovative and certainly more 
likely to result in social and educational change. 
The closeting of students in various sized peda- 
gogical cells is fast becoming a relic of our edu- 
cational past, as more and more schools move 
out to the communities and to other facilities 
more suitable for learning in today’s America. 

Coupled with the educational upheavals in our 
society is the recreational revolution which is 
changing the face of America. Commercial rec- 
reation areas are springing up where natural 
woodland previously existed. Highways intrude 
on magnificent . . ,nic wonderlands and introduce 
artificiality in the form of neon and poster dis- 
plays — artificiality in its crassest form. The 
urbanization and industrialization of our society 
has spread outward from the cities and created 
an urgent need to protect and preserve the quality 
and quantity of the remaining natural resources 
of the country. The “land ethic” of which Aldo 
Leopold spoke is rapidly being replaced by the 
“people ethic”, and people are less and less cog- 
nizant of and responsive to their role as tenv 
porary stewards of the land. Massive population 
shifts away from the inner cities, together with 
the leisure time and recreation explosion, make 
it mandatory that the public be educated in ways 
to enjoy and take part fully in this newly found 
leisure. 

Of particular import to New York City youth 
is the need to be exposed to the beauty and 
wonder of the outdoors — to recognize that there 
is a living world away from the ugliness and 
crush of tenements and subway rumblings — a 
world to which they can aspire. Their aspirations 
can be centered around mastering skills and 
attitudes and concepts of natural living, or, more 
practically, can be directed to the vocational and 
avocational possibilities that come with an ex- 
posure to this natural environment. The out- 
doors has also proved to be an effective site for 
learning the more traditional academic skills. 



New York City 
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